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I, whatever outcome at Man Bins Pha, Tonkin delta ie and will 
remain key area. 

A. Viet Mish strength there at all tinea high; Includes 
20,00© regulars $5,000 auxiliaries . 

1. They make daily routine of ambushing French unite, 

cutting Haiphong • Hanoi surface route ; supply of 

. - * 

Hanoi becoming difficult. 

•.\ ' ’■ 

’ / 

Viet tfish has not yet exerted full capabilities in 
deltas heavier action Expected, 

Mine regular battallo^ spaced along Hanoi • Haiphong 


2. 


3. 


route expected to t ry soon to isolate Hanoi. 

V 


B. French mobile reserves in about 45 battalion® in 


November , 
to 17. 


by 


•*«al to Diea Bleu Pha and Laos 


III 


1. Bespit© situation -<***' Bien Phu, Navarre afraid to 

> 

pull out last ' i£WO psratroop battalihae in delta. 

II. In South Vietnam, Fref) ch Hnicu rcgulkrs t^tai 37 battalion®, 

A. Viat Slnh ku oalf '»« ■“<•<>>•* Wtk k»tt«ltau. 

B. But French are tied down all over countryside, guarding 
roads and hoy installations. 

i 

1. Unable to reduce strength to reinforce elsewhere. 

In Central Vietnam, French have 10 battalions in Operation 
Atlanta, begun last January. 

A. Operation has cleared fairly large s tr i p 0 .cjf .,^ 0 . 0 ^ but 
has not seriously engaged Viet Hiah. vSSSiR^^”" 
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ft. Soft* units tHMMf in Atliate pulled iron plateau area aad 

m malt French have lout several posts there. 

C. Men 'Hen f%« re^uireaeats have eat into force planned for 

Atlanta and operation has recently slowed. 

IV. Viet Utah decision to attach »len Elea Phu eliminated at least 
for tine toeing aala threat to Laos. 

A. Total French Union forces in Laos are 40 battalions. 

1. Sight of these in northern Laos operating against 

regional® In area where enemy moved down toward Luang 
Frahaag and hash last winter, 

a* Another 25 battalions stationed in central and son them 
Lao® to guard against second enemy throat to the 
Mekong , 

3, Viet Utah force that got there last December moved 
back but is still largely intact; enemy rdgulars in 
all Laos total 1& battalions, 

V, Viet Mink incursion of northern Cambodia last week narks first 
movement of organised VletMinh group across that country's 
borders . 

A. Estimated at up to two battalions , force is too snail 
to present real threat; Viet Sinh motive probably to 
make political capital, prior Oenerva. 

®* Miah has long had about 1000 regulars and 6500 

auxiliaries operating as guerrillas in Cambodia, 

C, Total French Union strength is 15 battalions. 

D. French on 2 April ordered back to Cambodia two French 
Union battalions of Cambodian recruits that had been 
moved to southern Laos. 
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